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PRESS RELEASE               FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Haitong International's MSCI ESG Rating Upgraded to ‘A’ 

Ranking at the Highest Among All Chinese IBs 

 

Hong Kong, 9 March, 2021 – Haitong International Securities Group Limited (“Haitong International”; 665.HK) 

is pleased to announce that MSCI Inc., the world’s largest index company, has upgraded Haitong 

International’s ESG rating from ‘BBB’ to ‘A’ for its outstanding performance in driving sustainable financing 

and overall ESG strategies implementation. This is also the highest rating record for Chinese IBs ever, and is 

of a leading position among global investment banks and security houses. 

 

In the rating report published by MSCI, it stated that the rating upgrade can be attributed to: (i) Haitong 

International’s methodology enhancements to the Financing Environmental Impact Key Issue resulted in a 

lower exposure to highly environmentally intensive industries, and (ii) The Company’s overall governance 

practices remain stronger than those of industry peers. Haitong International has set up the ESG Committee 

and ESG Executive Office under the Group’s Executive Committee, which are responsible for managing the 

Group’s ESG initiatives and strategies implementation and reducing long-term ESG risk exposure. 

 

In September 2020, Haitong International has joined the “China-U.K. Climate and Environmental Information 

Disclosure Pilot Working Group” and became the first Chinese IB participant of the initiative. The initiative was 

jointly launched by China Society for Finance and Banking (“the China Green Finance Committee”) and City 

of London’s Green Finance Initiative to strengthen green finance cooperation and encourage financial 

institutions of the two countries to jointly pilot climate and environmental information disclosure. Haitong 

International actively interacts with the members of the working group and supports the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and The Paris Agreement. 

 

In 2020, Haitong International has underwritten a total of 11 Green Bond and 1 Blue Bond (Marine-related 

bond) issuances. According to Bloomberg’s data, Haitong International ranked No.1 among all Chinese 

underwriters in terms of number of issues on the Global Green Bonds Issuance – Corporate & Government 

League Table. As of today, Haitong International has completed 8 Green Bond issuances in 2021, continuing 

its leading position in the market. 

 

In the secondary market, Haitong International Asset Management launched its “Haitong MSCI China A ESG 

ETF” in 2020, the first broad-based ESG ETF listed on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange and also currently the 

only ETF on the Hong Kong market offering broad ESG investment exposure on China A shares. The 

introduction of this ETF enriched the offerings of ETF products in Hong Kong market by filling in an existing 

product gap.  

 

With strong execution capability and innovation in the ESG area, Haitong International has recently been 
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named “Best ESG Manager (Hong Kong)” by Insights & Mandate Professional Investment Awards 2021, with 

which the “Haitong MSCI China A ESG ETF” has also received “Most Innovative Product: ETF (Hong Kong)” 

recognition from the awards. Prior to that, this ETF has already won the “New Product of the Year” title from 

the 2020 HKCAMA-Bloomberg Offshore China Fund Awards. 

 

Haitong International published its first ESG Statement in 2020, and became the first Hong Kong financial 

institution which publicized a carbon neutrality commitment. In the future, Haitong International will strive to 

continue instilling ESG philosophy in the various areas where the company operates and implement Impact 

Investment by leveraging on its unique capital intermediary role of investment, financing, consultancy and 

research. Haitong International is poised to become an industry leader in sustainable finance and contributes 

its own effort to build Hong Kong as a global ESG investment hub in Asia. 

 

About MSCI ESG Ratings 

MSCI is a leading global index provider, of which MSCI indexes are among the most respected and widely 

used benchmarks in the financial industry. MSCI has over 40 years of experience measuring and modelling 

ESG performance of companies, and its ESG Ratings are used by global institutional investors in investment 

decision making process. MSCI ESG Ratings evaluate over 1,000 data points of each company with relations 

to its ESG policies, programs, performance and governance metrics etc., and derive the company’s ESG 

Rating for benchmarking purposes. As of October 2020, MSCI has rated over 8,500 companies and more 

than 680,000 equity and fixed income securities globally. 

 

– END – 

 

Disclaimer 

We, Haitong International Securities Group Limited (“Haitong International” or “HTI”) have prepared this 

document/presentation (“Document”) for information purpose only and for restricted circulation. We have 

based this Document on our internal information and information available to the public from sources we 

believe to be reliable. While we have taken all reasonable care in preparing this Document, we do not 

represent the information contained in this Document is accurate or complete and we accept no responsibility 

for errors of fact or for any opinion expressed in this Document. 

 

Opinions, projections and estimates reflect our assessments as of the Document date and are subject to 

change. We have no obligation to notify you or anyone of any such change. You must make your own 

independent judgment with respect to any matter contained in this Document. Neither we nor any of our 

affiliates or our respective directors, officers or employees will be responsible for any losses or damages 

which any person may suffer or incur as a result of relying upon anything stated or omitted from this 

Document. This Document does not create any legally binding obligations on us and/or our affiliates.  

 

Nothing contained in this Document is intended to constitute legal, tax, securities or investment advice of any 

product.  No information contained in this Document constitutes an offer, or a solicitation to buy or sell any 

product of any type or to engage in any other transaction. You should not act or refrain from acting on the 

basis of any content included in this Document without seeking your own professional or investment advice. 

This disclaimer is available in both English and Chinese, if there is any discrepancy between the two versions, 

the English version shall apply and prevail. 

 

Haitong International Securities Group Limited 
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Haitong International Securities Group Limited (“Haitong International”; Stock Code: 665.HK), together with its 

subsidiaries, is an international financial institution with established presence in Hong Kong and a rapidly 

expanding network across the globe. It strives to serve as a bridge linking up the Chinese and overseas 

capital markets. The parent company of Haitong International is Haitong Securities Co. Ltd (“Haitong 

Securities”, Stock Code: 600837.SH; 6837.HK). 

 

To date, Haitong International has well positioned to serve about 200,000 corporate, institutional, as well as 

retail and high-net worth clients worldwide. Its well-established financial services platform provides corporate 

finance, wealth management, asset management, institutional clients (key businesses include fixed income, 

currency and commodities (FICC), derivatives, institutional equities) and investments business, and a full 

spectrum of financial products and services. Haitong International possesses a sound risk management 

system that is in line with international standards. The company has been assigned a “Baa2” long-term issuer 

rating by Moody’s and a “BBB” long-term credit rating by Standard and Poor’s. Haitong International has a 

global financial servicing network covering the world’s major capital markets including Hong Kong, Singapore, 

New York, London, Tokyo, Mumbai, and Sydney, thereby making it to be a leading global financial institution 

with international competitiveness, systematic importance and brand influence.  

For further information, please contact:  

 

Haitong International Securities Group Limited 

 

Sarah Yan 

Tel :(852) 2213 8588 

Email: sarah.th.yan@htisec.com 

 

Judith Yu 

Tel :(852) 2213 8570 

Email: judith.x.yu@htisec.com 

 

Fion Tsang 

Tel :(852) 2213 8586 

Email: fion.mc.tsang@htisec.com 
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